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' CURLY, CUSTER INDIAN SCOUT, DENOUNCED AS ROMANCER

Justice William E. Morris, Who Was a
Corporal in Seventh Cavalry, Says
Indian’s Story Is Fantastical

ILLIAM K. MORRIR, now &
Jugtice of the Municipal Court
in The Bronx, was a trooper

in the Beventh United States
Cavalry when George 150 Custer and
hix  command, consisting of 271 men
of that regiment  and  =ome  civil-

lans and Indian scouts, were wiped out
at the battle of the Litte Big Horn,
Mont,, fought on June 25-26, 1876,
ngainst Bioux and Northern Cheyenne
Indians. Justice Morris  was  with
Major Iteno's command two miles away
from the scene of the battle at the
time of the disaster and thus escaped
the fute of his comrades.  Justice Mor-
ris has a strong fevanee against
Curly, a Craw Indian scont

Mr. Morris studed law and was ad-
mitted to the bar after having been
honorably discharged from the army.,
He canme to New York to live a num-
ber of years ago.  In addition to hold-
ing the office of Justice he ik a Cap-
tain M the Sixty-ninth regiment, Na-
tional "Guard of New York, He was
twice wounded on the day of the bat-
tle, He was transported from the bat-
tleticld  with muny  other soldiers  of
the Heéventh Cavalry to Fort Keogh,
where he recovered and was enabled

to fight again, this time in the Nez
'erce campaign,
His | amazement  and anger  were

aroused’ a few days aeo when he read
a despmtch from Chicago in the New
York pmpers reciting a tale which Curly
told in that eity while on his way from
his home in Montana* to Washington,

It should be explained that at the
court of inquiry held by order of the
War Department some months after the
battle. for the purpase of ascertaining
the fiets connected with the Killing of
nearly .ene-half of the Seventh Cavalry
it ways shown that four Crow scouts,
Curly, Bull Plenty, Hairy  Moccasin
and Man-That-Goes-Ahend, were with
Custer's column until within half an
hour or less of the commencement of
the actunl fighting with the hostiles,
lll.mldr Knife, a Ree scout, was with
Major Heno's column,

The real Curly, whose photograph ae-
companies this article and whom the
court of inguiry verified, is mentioned
in the “Vanishing Race” by Rodman
Wanuamaker.

Just hefore the Sioux and Cheyennes
attacked Custer, having first attacked
Iteno down the valley, the four Crow
scouts, in accordance with the recog-
nized custom which existged in the early
duys In the West, were permitted to
leave the Custer column for the pur-
pose of stealing ponies from the en-
emy, if possible; then making their
way to their own camp, many miles
distant.

The four Crows found the Sioux and
Northern Cheyennes in such force that
it wasg all they could do to save their
own lves, which they did making
their way through the hostile lines to
the Little Mg Horn River, a couple of
mileg away, and there Iving submerged

th nothing but ther noses showing
ubove the water until night, when they
succecded in getting away in the dark-
ness undiscovered by the cnemy.

Curly’s ¢laim to be the sole survivor
of the Custer battle has long been
known in the West. At the time of the
Chicago exposition a white man who
had lived in Montana for many years
and was designated as g squaw man,
having married an Indian wife, saw an
opportunity to capitalize Curly as “the

by

ICTURE to yourself a vast treeless
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Indian tepees are arranged in a semi-
circle,  Bome are white
yellow or red or brown, At
two  tall trees are  stripped
branches, This s (or the coremonices
of the medicine There s @
motley crowd of Indians on foot and on
horseback,  Mingling
white men and women from the ad-
Joining country, All are massed around
a circular rope fence, inside of which
the Blackfeet Indians are holding their
annual festival with storics and sacred
dances,

If you were in Montana last June
this is what you would have witnessed
when 2,000 Plegan Indians from Canada

plain  with high snow
mountaing in the distance, On
this level streteh of  ground |

uthers arve

one side

of their

lowdas

with them are

and this country held at Hrowning,
the Indian reservation just outside of
Glacier National Park, their remarkab
festival.  The vari-colored tepecg held
members of many trilwes of Indians.
The dances which were witnessed ar
old, old, so ancient that the Indian
cannot  tell when they  started The

beaded jackets, strange feathered head-
dress, medicine bags and deerskin suits

which Indian chiefs wear cannot be
purchased for money and the strange
chanta are handed down from father
to son,

If you press closer to the rope fence
and mingle more freely with the on-

capped |

only man, white or Indian, who suc-
ceeded In escaping from the Custer bat-
tlefleld,”  He therefore took him to the
exposition and . put him on exhibition.

Thousands of personsg paid to see one

who they were told had succeeded in
escaping from the very Jaws of death.
Curly accepted with much hauteur the

attention, wonder and interest which he

aroused on the part of visitors,

The tale he recently told in Chicago
was even more sensational and  tiled
with a greater number of misstatements
than any ever previously narrated, ac-
cording to Capt. Morris. Only the more
important of these were discussed by
Justive Morris a few days ago,  Among
these are Curly’s statements that he
was called Bloody Knife, that the In-
dians never purposely killed a hostile
Indian scout, that the night before the
battle he entered the Sloux camp and
ute  with  Rain-in<the-Face, a noted
Sloux subchief, who in the next
fight, as hag been proved by the records,
Killedl Capt. Tom Custer, a brother of
the General, and ate his heart in the
fultfilment of an oath he took when
Capt. Custer arrested him at the Pine
Ridge agency for the murder of a white
army veteripary  surgeon:  that  the
night before the battle he war sent by
Gen, Custer to summon Major Reno and
Capt. Benteen to his aid, that he reached
Reno, who refused to obey the order;
that he then went on to Benteen, who
was a short distinee away with a de-
tachment of the SBeventh, and who sent
a number of soldiers, under a subordi-
nate officer, to Custer’s assistance, and
that all of these men died with the Gen-
eral,

“In the familar picture of ‘Custer's
Last Fight' the figure of an Indian is
shown pushing his way toward Custer
as he falls” =aid Curly, “Well, 1 am
that Indian, 1 reached Custer's side
and held his head as he fell back dead.”

Curly declared that the artist who
painted this picture should not have
shown Custer and his men scalped or
otherwise mutilated on the field of bat-
tle, “There no #ealping and no
mutilation,” said.  “Four hundred

wis
he

day's |

and seventy-three officers and soldiers |

were Killed bhut not a mark was found
on them except those made by hllets,

“T was free to come and go after the
battle, just as before. 1 testitied Yaoth
at the court-martial and at the trial of

tain-in<the-Faece, My testimony  and
the work of =ome high priced lnwyvers
saved his life, ot we conld not save
him from prison. He died in the mili- |
tary prison at Forg Leavenworth four- |
teen years later” !
Curly, who has of late taken the name |
of Ben Melntosh, now says that his |
father was a Scotehman and that he
was Kidnapped in infancy by the cons

federated Comanches, Klowas i
ahoes,  He says he did not we
of tronsers or eat a piecs of white bread
until he was 24 years old
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Copyright. 1312 by J. Rodman Wanamaker

The genuine Curly

the General, who was not in the army,
and- several Indian scouts--his ridien-
lous tales should checked up and

e

r a pair | shown to be the rank untruths they

are.

“The fact is, the last man, white or

“In Curly we have a particularly fine | friendly Indian, who saw Custer and his

North American
Morris in coms
“His tale is

specimen of the great
romancer.” said Capt,
menting on Curly’'s story

so fantastical as to e almost interest- | have forgotten, who was sent

men alive as the battle began, and lived
to tell the tale, was & Seventh Cavalry
trumpeter, an Italian, whose name |
by (*

Us-

ing, but for the sake of history and in | ter's adjutant as a despateh bearer to

Justice to the memory of Custer and the
271 ofticers, soldiers and civilinns who
died with him ~for there were some
cvivillans wha fell there on those two
days, including Charley Reynolds, the
famous white scout; Mark Kellogg, the
correspondent for a New York morning
newspaper: Boston Custer, a relative of

l

Capt. Benteen, who was thre miles
or so distant with  the ammunition
packs, this despatch containing  the

words: ‘Benteen. Hurry up. Bring packs,

Blg camp, Hurry up.
“This man did actually succeed in
evading the fast approaching hostiles

and reaching Benteen, but by that time
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| the Indians had attacked both  bBen-
teen's and Heno's columns, and to the
number of thousands swarmoed between
those columns qoul that of Custer,
reason for Reno and Benteen not go-
ing to Custer's ald: they were them-
selves fighting for thelr lives and sur-
rounded by Indians. It was out of all
human possibility  for «cither of these
columns to have reachsd Custer,

“Hy the way, the trumpeter referred
to was, until a few years ngo at least,

Chownl

i ticket chopper on the New  York
Ninth avenue elevated road.

“To continue about Curly Hloody
Knife, by which name he savs he was
known to the Indians, was a  Ree
Indiun, and a chief.  He was o seout
with Major Reno's eolumn., 1 saw him
Killed by a Northern Cheyenne in the
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lookers you will see among the crowd

white men in Khaki suits, high boots,
| sombreros, and they and the white
women with them have come from
nearby Glacier National Park Every
one 5 wateoing the dances, which last
for four or five davs and which afford

the Indian an opportunity renew
acquaintances and go throongh religions
ceremonies,

to

PMerhaps by
Indian girl

vour side is a young
on o pony with trappings
of headwork: next to her is a New York
society worman, and jogeing elbows with
her s an old Indian squaw with blanket
or beaded cape and black hair braided
down her back, In her arms she holds
i blinking Indian bab - strapped to the
back board and swathed in embroidered
and beaded blankets which  lace  to-
gether,  On the outskirts of the crowd
are Indians sitting on
are attached the travois for
burdens, for they ma  have come o
long distance,  Over all, the onlookers,
the dancing chiefs, the singing and
swaying Indians, the  hot sun beats
awn,

Then  suddenly
chant, Several
tribe push
rhythmic

the chiefs
other leaders
into the clrele
song. Tomtoms

vease 1o
of the
and begin a
are beaten,

orses to which !
carrying |

the Indian braves shout and leap, com- ‘

ing down
certain uf the musle, The Indian
women, leaping to their feet, join in a
cirele that revolves and revolves and
produces a hypnotie influence which In
some cases selzes the white onlookers,

always on the ground on |

Though some of these redmen may or-
dinarily dress in the store clothes of the
white man  they are  all  interested
enough in their trital dances to assume

] woman's praver for the recovery of
#ick and the whole tribe come together
[ to fulfil vows, to fast aml to pray,
| well ns to seek what diversion dane

! affords

=
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WHEN BLACKFEET INDIANS DANCE AT THEIR SACRED FESTIVAL

These DBlackfeet Indians with their | their ancestral garb when the dance 1
love songs, their wolf songs, Sioux cele- | and song  festivals oceur. They  look
bration songs, children’s  game sSongs | gpon many of these ceremonies as have-
and trilnl hymns fascinate you, Their | jng  religions  character Xprossive  of
dances, the sun dance, the grain dance, | their beliefs. The sun dance as given

| the grass dance, are among the most { by them always has its beginning in o
Interesting given iy the Indians, the |

Old Custer scout.

frst day's
feet of me at the
after Chief Gall,
of the Rioux

1
time,
the
it ien

waus within fifry

This was soon
wreat war chief
amd only  second
in authority to Sitting Bull, attacked
ug, together with Two Moons, the fa-
mous war chief of the Northern Chey-
chnes,

fight.

AL about the =ame time 1 saw Isaiah

a negro Indian interpreter from  Fort
Keogh, and o white contract  doctor,
shot and Kl Blosaly Knife, Ly the
way, wias fortyv-tive yvears of awe at the
time of his death, while Cuarly was
then a Young man,

“Incidentally, 1 recall  that  Bloody
Knife came into our camp the nizht e
fore the battle from a =cont thirty miles
up the valiey of the Little Big Horn,

i reported to Gen, Custer that there

Curly, Who Says He Was Called
Bloody Knife, Poses as “Only

Survivor of Custer Massacre”

were ‘heap Sloux' there, at the same
time plucking up handfuls of grass and
showing the individual blades to the
General for the purpose of illustrating
Fow thick the enemy were,

“Curly says that hostile Indians never
Kill an Indian scout intentionally, 're-
clgely the conteary is the ecase.  In the
early duys in the West they invariably
killedl Indian secouts with white troops
because they regarded them as traitors
to their race, The NRees and the Sioux
are hereditary enemies, ax the Crows
and the Sioux, too, have always bheen,
The Hloux on one side and the Crows
and the Lees on the other always Killed
ench other whenever the opportunity
presented ftself, irrespective of whether
of net the Crows or Rees were acting
as seouts for white men,

Curly, like Yellow Face and Twos
It yv-Woman, who were scouts with
Ieno as well as Blosdy Knife, is what
it known in Montann as a mountain
Crow,  that in earlicr days their
range was in the mountains rather than
on the plaing, ax was the case with
another branch of the Crow tribe.  No
that 1T ever heard of ever was told

N,

it

until recently  that Cuarly  claimad o
Scotehman as o father, or that he had
been kidnapped when o child by the
Comanches, Kiowas and  Arapahoes,
who are plain Indians,  The twa for-
mer tribes lived in Texas, while the

Argpalioes ranged in Kansas and Colo-
rado, hundreds of miles to the sough.
None of these tribes ever came a= far
nerth ax Montana

“Ax to what Curly says about having
been sent by Gen, Custer g i Mmes=
senger to Reno and Penteen with orders
for them to join Litm ap the valley, and

which would have been June 24, the
night before the fight, that is absolute
TR e The fact is  the  entire
column  did not  separate uantl well
along in the morning of June 25, when
Custer amnd s omen went up one sude
of the valley toattack the hostiles' eamp
from above, while leno and his men,

with Benteen in support, and the pack

train in the rear of the again, were
ty strike the enemy from the lower
end of the valley, thus eatching the

Indinn camp between them,

“Caster did not become engaged with
the  enems however, until bout 1 i
ag'vlock in the afternoon of June 25 Hv!
wias then some two miles from Reno
i Denteen, but we could tell from
t! heavy fiving in his direction that
he was desperataly engaged. We heard |
firing in volleys, which we took to pere
hapg be meant as signals that Custer |
was heavily attacked and needed help, |
which we coulidl not give him |

“If, then, the main eolumn did not |
separate until the morning of June 25

how and why shonld Custer have sent

Curly with orders to Reno and 1, n-1

teen on June 28 when at that very
time they and other officers were in
councll with him, and =o wee that he
could have reached them v stretche |
ing forth his hands?

“Had Cur v Urow, and an avowed
cnemy of the Swoux, entered their eamp
the nlght before the battle and vaten |
with Rain-in-the-Fue, as he says Le |
di he would never have come out .-f!
there alive The Sioux would have |
scaiped himo oand ned  him at the
stuke, asx was their pleasant eustom
with enemies they cspecially hated

“This Indian romuancer continnes his

ridiculous tale by saving that Geaeral
Custer Killed fourteen Indlans with his

i Gathers to Fulfil Vows and Pray—Crace
Beauty of the Dances and Tribal Hymns Fascinate Spectato::

sabre before he fell. There wy
gabre In our entire command,

deed, one nearer than Forr A i
Lincoln, some five hundred o
thereabouts, distant, whore we | -
when we started on the expeadn "
slde arms  consisted  of  carly, |
pistols, Any  Indian, as woj
white man, who i® conversant w
mode of warfare between Indog
troops  during  the cariy  doy
West s well aware that =g
never used.

“As for Curly’s assertion )
talked with Custer during the 1
that he held Custer’s heawd whog o
oflicer fell back dead, shot throuch the
heart by a SBioux, it i= quite oy it

with the rest of what he sy
“Again, his declaration that
no scalping or oth miutilat
dead white men and Tndian
the enemy I8 grossly untrue, 1) Y
nearly every one of them. =calpog
though it has always been o
that Custer himself was not soaly i
of respect for his bravery, ahl
doubt the temptation to toks
Was very great, 5
“Few of the dead on our side osogugd
mutilaution, if any The

charnctor of

some of the forms of mutilation was tog
terrible to ‘ntion in print «yver "
after all these years, and they ey

wve been known in deradl toonn
people,

To make matters worss,

was fought in very hot weathor W
the battle was over the Indans <o e
to the dry grass, the presalt begne g

hs

many of the soldiers’ bodies oo Lonned
Thix, together with the hot weut!
the mutilations, left the  bawln \
shocking condition,

“1 wns shot through the by
first dayv's tight under Heno fell
from my horse, 1 managed el

the top of the hluff, where oo
made g =tand until the second oo

the Indians drew off on hearn m
their scouts of the approach o o
Gibbons and Gen, Terry, whow

consisted chiefly of infantry

guns" as the Indinns designas

soldiers as distinguished from

The Indians raced for the Can

which they hoped to cross bt

American troops could overt

ind this they sueceeeded in don
“From where I lay in what &

nified by the name of field |

conhl the river

the side hills dotted with thy
of our men, dead and ow

gether with a number of .

1 saw Sfoux and Northern o

sopnaws come on the battleod

Hes

wr wounded with stone wat
knives and mutilate hoth then
dend

“While these  terribile scor
heing  enacted  many of
who were on top of the Bluff and
out of the Indian’s reach, were
uprriatedd on by the sargeons, the
boairds, or wooden ends of wagons
U=l for operating  tables, w
wWere propped up azainst amn
hoxes or sacks of oats

“The facts T have given ean «
corrohorated by those offeers o
of the Seventh Cavalry who f
with IReno on those two e
days, and who are still living, ar
are a number of them, some of
still serving in the army.

“As for Curly, he ought o
pressed as a professfonal pre

amd a public nulsance."”

fidence of the chiefs no one knows how | set down by my father from 1833 to | from afur but were afraid to conn
old this trail = 1t s called the old | I837. AL that time the Blackfeet In- | him o make their prayers, at
North Tra and s oworn deep b the  dians owned eversthing from Hudson i their long  journey they wont
feet of travellers My to the locky Mountaing, and in | empty handed to thelr peoph
Though it Is not used much  now Cali that land there was no green spot!  “Then  the medicine men
sinee rallroads have e the deep | except i the vall that s called Two | them to se wl fourteen of thely
ruts <till show amid wesads and mosses | Medicin Even the baffalo left the | and bravest voung warrlors ¢
This trail runs at a uniform distance | country vise there was no food for | with the wind sod. These vo
from the Rockies, passes near where | them  and h Indians  that  sought | also when they reached the m
the city of Helena now stands and ex- [ refuge in the mountalns found no game | and saw the \\'.-.!.' god were an
tendds south as far as Mexico !l andthing v vat except bhorries they drew nearer and nearda

The chief dancer of these Indians,
'whaouppears In the evenlng to dance for
the guests at the Glacier Park Hotel, I8
Chief Fish Wo!lf Robe, He has many
handsome costumes, Some of them are
1 of “huckskin  with ‘neeklace of many
strands of bealds and legeing and moe-
casing ' driamentéd . with - porcupine
quills” “Anothér ‘chief mhy wear a4 war
honnet of feathers tipped with stained
horsehair, Otter and mink skins are
woven in and out and the animals' talls
hang down behind. Bracelets and leg-
ginsg of tanned deer skin ornamented
with porcupine quills are common,

The Blackfeet Indians have from time
Immemorial known of 4 wonderful trall
which runs north and south along the
Rocky Mountaing.  According (o an-
thorlties  who have galned the  cone-

The trail makers

The road has heen frequented by
Canadian Indians as well as Ameriean
redmen  and it forks where Calzary

storth tradl
with it

stands in Canhdn, Thix Old
has many traditions connectil

and storles are told of expeditions of
Canndian  Indians whn ‘went soth 1o
the durk skinned people (Mexicans).

1t took twelve moons® of stemly travel-
ling. A
There are many legends in Glacler
National Park connected with the early
life of the Blackfeet tribe, One of
these I8 associated with the beautiful
Two Medicine Lakes, which are reached
fn half a day from Glacier  station,
Here I8 the story as told by o Black-
feet chief:
“Many vears ago there was a famine
the land of the Blackfeet, which is

in

Then the ol wen of the tribe with-
drew the valley that is now ealled
Two Medicine and huallt there two medi-g
eine lodges, great was  thelr need,
They worshipped the Great Spivit and
prayed to be told what they should do
to- b saved from the famins.  And the
Gircat Bpriit heard them and directed
them to send seven of their patriarchs,
to the Chief Mountain, where the wind
god was then residing,

“They followed these dircetlons and
seven of their oldest men retlred to
Chivf Mountain, and there surely was
the wind god. He stood at the summit
of the mountain and the wings extend-
ing from hig shoulders spre ol wide over
the valleys,  He faced north, east, gouth

S0

and west and his wings gquivered as he
worshipped him

stood, The old men

and finally they dared

skins  he  was  wearing The
their prayer to him and e

his wings quivered and quisen
gradually clouds began to wat

the plaing and the vain

o delage Hy  stretehed

wide over the plain 1ellin

4o hock there and they wounll il
buffala,

*The warriors then descend
valley and brought the 2ol
thelr people, and they fonnd
ready the baffalo had conn i
the famine was hrohen Al o
ward the valley was on'led

of the Two Medicine
medicine lodges that
to the Great Spirit
famine.”

i menors
wWere thele of

in the

bottom et |

and




